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--'{"'i-rr.i-q Ci-rcuiar sets out ,crrideliru:s t,: ire {.rllor*'ud by Serverrrmer:rt Institutjor-,, ir', Lf,i,'rl 
t

dealirrgs rvith Iort{gn State; arul hrtixnadsnai ftganizatioru and are desippre,d. to
strca:r{j1g ariri svsler*adzr: {o.rll-[ ancl ft-rrr<J,iolral caE-rtarts ]:e!,rr'een various organs of
tirr Strit,,r iurcl the foreigrr instiiutions <xlmred-

02. {ie*effi,I

AcrorCirr;i lr:r irlte-r:r:atiot"t.:lly acrcptxt plactfue as stat*c{ in Adicle 41{2} af t}-re Vienna
Co:rveltion i;n Diplorrud{ Relati*m {196U" the princ$al institttion for t}re cr,rnduct af
fi:r*ig:: relaticrns is tSe -&{inlstry of Lxtunal A-ffairs- 'fhb i$ in rrrde;: tllei in ttre c*rrduct
rl foreign r*:1a6igr* lhe ,"rarious orgi:n-E s{ tile State spcak ."rith orre voice. All
conrmr,rnicatiqts to foreign gorr(truru:lrts firusq in principte. bt: charure}ed dtrough &e
Minis{,ry *.f Extl:rnal A-{{anEs-

LT sprccialiet:d arc;i-1 srdr as dc{erxg {or*i6yr fu*ding i,'tc- <ji.rect interactiCIn b}
1".'linisirii:s,/l)*pllirnr:ris it"i& fureign dipl,.:n'r.:tir: i-r:ixioru antl errliLies rvuuld b*
d,:siral:le t,,&ing, inir accrr.:nt qrrial irnSx=:riives xnd r:ftmmstanc*t;. It is nevcrtheless
essi:niial drai *re Minisrry of ll-xternal A{tdrs }re kcpt i*f<r.rtr,:C of a'll such kansactir::r-s"

Thi:: lt irnp*rfant sinc*, in tlur.evr=-rt *{ an im,pasx, rr{ridr h*s hapJrenerl oR mariy ;rast
cccas.i*Jrs tlx: hfi:"rl.;&}, of €:rtcrnal -4li;:irs rr"oulil b* nrry.rir*d t(l siep $t1 r:tr l:ehalJ of tht
{li}verrunerlt of Sr-i I-anka" *s i&e irrterrned.t;x'Jr }refisrt5r tire na**r:a-l aqr-ncy corrc.:rned
:r;rd tJre fcrclgn Covrrrrrrtert irr ordtx t* sl*Lle ouEtzndirlg iseuru" Such issues. if left

u:',.rtsohred or alfLrr,,,cd tur *;anlate, ct>u.ld bc"corrrr iffit&ftts ar inter*Srate tlispuies, a'hich

ad vr:rsdy aS*{ *le r:v,:r.rJ} bi.h.t':r "rl relaticn:&ip }:+:tr+-cerr Sri Larrka anql *r* foreign Stal<l

*r o::gar.illeti.im co*cerrx,* 'fire prolnnga&<xr. r:f :;r:ch srhrlii*ns, c$uld t:ven ]ead to

r*taliatcr.rl sanctcns betrg d:;aattx:cti +r applietl by tnr cont-'em*r1 f*r'rign Coverr.rner'll

Lr a.n area o{ lrtel irrter*si fu sr-i [-:rrkr- Atr1 t]N*te siirxrd':ns hh-"t occrtrrtd i-n dre pa*t'
tr
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{a} .&egoric#rr*s i'y &*c mi*.sarfu$ ret*ring t* fut*,.ationxr agreewer$s

{i} As pu' cabinet dedsia* dao*i 2rd Augusr ?o{H, arry f*rrnal pro;rcsal
i:rvc'lving kaqtr nqotiati,ons wirli th* authorities of f*reign States *"a* uy
line h{miskies ard $epaxtrrents of ttle Coveuunerrt of $ri Lanka shoul<i first
br i:rought tc ** ath*ti,on of rlre Ministry s,f Ext{:mal A-#airs. r

(ii) Frovi:rcial ecaacil+ Frxr*inc{at }nfirris-te*r a::rl ccrnclxsion *f, r{srerln}erxts
wittri fo, eign Gsvernuresrts

tjnder the 136 A:ru*dmerrt tn fhe con:ti{uiian" thc s;L'iect *f er"rterixg int*
. a,nd i"rnPlemt=rting T'r*ali,:s, Ageern-rnts and Convcnti.ons wi{h foreigrr

c*untries is indr:ded inSm &:sersed Li$t arul is assigneri uncler Article 44 qf
th* Corlstitutimr. to tlre ldlnistrs of Exmnal A{fairs.

l.levertheles, it is rr.:{ed th,ai firirJ }ptinictefs of Frr:r.incial C*unci]-s ll"hsr on
offlci"al rrisits a&rqrad cuc*c'lude ifiSfilr&ffits sr:ch a-s Menrrrranl{a o{.

Understunding S{C}Ui rrdth 3:rorirrcial ertities ln far*ign corrntries r+,ithout
pricr c*nsultati{,n }ri$} the }finls*:y o{ Exler:rel A{Jai:1"-

In vie*, qf rh* **i*;r.g ctrrrs{itritisra} reqnirarrcfs the suHance cf such an agree-rnent
must first be cle*:erl r,<rif& fhe e{irlistry u{ Exrrrnal A*fair$, rv}ric-h wnuld exa*ri-neu

int*r-alia, whetLer thtr.e gxe frxeig:l reldions sm*i{i:riiies and./cr lega*n irlrplicafir:r:s,
Upon bei"g satisfied llri& the trn*flt of thr draft and *aet *x:re arc ns such sensifivities
or legnl irrplirxli*rs, tLe *enistry of L:c*:n'rai Af*lirs ra"iU crrrr:r,uniraf,e its ccncrrr::enr":c

to ihe Fr:ornincial Com:cil mnc"rqsd-

It is *rrly with the {\rnt:rrflrnffi rrf t}re l**stry qlf Exte'*ral A$airs that the Frcrvi,rrc*rl

Council conct.lrted should pmcet$ ttrv:rca{t*r"

f, ts.I;ittet Afywatr

Once *re text o{ an Agr*c*imrt is s*ttld" *e aggrrorral of €re Cabin*t *f L'$nislers s}rou1d

be ohtained iry th" releloant iilre @ beftr:e acti.crn !s ta-ken to coxu*it

*re Gor.*m::rer:l Orre Ca}*net ap;rroval is c*:Laiaed, ecli*a n'ill L'* ta"kerr b.1' tire

&{jrristrv of Exicma} A{iairs to preparre t}re tesct gr'irr{irrg Full Folqers desiggrati::5 n

p{}rson to *pr r:n trl1alf oI ttre Gtnrerrr::xrrt- fnis requir*::**rt applies to nlj {rxtrurnents

of * Uio*lr^lg1}alu-re' :-*, v,.,irqtlxr s:ch ilx.lrra:r}m* is $r1ed ar:r 'Agreernen.t' 'Mernorand'-rrIl

of lJrrd*:;b:rding' Ttrrt<rcal rtc-

I
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{c} Full Pou:Ers

Only tl:e l{*ad ef StaU or Gcxresrrffid arrd Srs }#nistrr {}f Extsnal A{{airs may commit
the Cclvemrnefit to any inwnafiml*l o&liga$arr v.tthrlrd wsitten autharig* frern ar-ry

other perscxr. AJlpers*rrs or*ffi Srart ttreHeed sf S{a*e *r Gsverrrrnent and Mirrister cf
frxter"nd Affairs mrrst receirre rffiites m&arimticrr fful1 Fower) *om the Minister nf
Exterrral A-{fair,$ before sig$e€ arry irdema{iortal asrem}ffiil T}reref*re, the relevafit line
MinistrylDepar{rnsrt s}6u}d subrait n cof5r of t}re Cnbtnet Appr*vai we}l in adva.nce sf
the date *f *igrring {at M 10 dap in a*rra, } ia tlndtr to e*abls the i.rr*?rurnent of Full
F*rver {+r t&e signatxre *f the },{iniEts d Exter*at A{fafus to tre ;rrepared.

{d} Crederttirds

In the case *f tt*e r*e5*tiation a{ rrarl$steral ag*€ffi€rib as nre}l a* participati*n at
mnltil*t*ral cordetrrrrceso er#ia}r drsBBF.{i&S $s Goverament's r*'presentati.ve$ a:ld
*stablishixig the sccpe oC *e arrthorif w*:trd. be rery:ired" $u*r credent{alq will he
Crawn up by the l'finisry trf Sgrmal A&irs ens ttre deiegati*n ltas be*n apprbv*d by
H" E. fh* Pr*eiderrl Rs$rcss $m c*dcrrtials" bgf*h€r wi*'r a copy ai such appr*val
shor:Id be subxritted NreS i* *dvmce taf lenst lfl dafs in adrrarue] i:r qr:der tc esrable the
rredentials for tlre signahre of the tr4nnistm o{ E*m|zl Atrairs to be prepared.

te) -Farifc**r**rg sffiislrsl

According tc tlre praetk f*kw*dhy Sri [.a*k*, mrx*:siorr o{ infernaficna} agreernenh
regu.ires only *re appu:oval $f St* Caeirg c{ }dlrlrlsfess. }lsrvever, {llere are, gurerally,
tlrree sit{:ati*r:s in lt& treafiss Be€d tB be ta}H^ in3ar}iament These ars:

*'ir*re an Act of lladianrent ryecifir,aliy r*quiies Par:liaarentary approva,l..

Fcr irrrtaurcr:, irr k:rrt.s of "&rticie L5"/ rrf t*re Cor,-ctitulion, A.grc.ements f*r
tlre lt<>rr*ti<xl and Fr$tnt:6cn *f Invrd::re.nts ar* reqxir*d tr: trc pre*ented
to lladiasrcrd fcr its a;rprovaf irt srder to secu-tre ilte Consl.ituf:orel
protertisn gu*ra:rteed undix tlrat Ar{icle.

r..,'hse Iq;istrative implemerdation k rtquire*l to gite effect tc the
Agrteeirerrt at iftb dcnrrestic lrycl

iili) ll,*rere *e ffbjecf r*a.itrr of a treaty is of such or.erriding political
ihat it :rhcruId bc pla*ed b,efore Farli:ancrit for its inforxration.

The h&nisr5. *f Ex{er*al A-ffxirs x"iIL in xrdr. inshnc*s, take appropriate acticn to }rave

the ::rl*r'ant agreement plated bcfwe Padiaarcrf. *'' \./. ts
: -?lr
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The L{inistry of Exkral A$airs is 6rc d*pa**tcry rrf intcnariona: agree$?errrs conclirde4"
by Sri l.anka- The odgtualcrryd;uryr signedmbelm$of$ri tanka *houtd
therefa* be tranxrried rs dhe !l{is**r1r fsr r*g*ien by Sr* tegal Divisia1n of the
Mi"istry o{ Extenral"c,sairs. IYtffie mrsideredrrecessary ir:rp*rtantAsree1rient$ rgill be
publirhed in tlle $ri l"a?*aTrearySsies"

f)

. s4" I&5rT$,{FBp&q

f,)n sever;rl occasirrns reque$s l:ave beert::rade ta t*rc ldinistry of External Atfairs ai very
shorl nolice ta arrarge crf{icial {Eetings Ior Sri I-arrkan }vtinixers travelling abrcacl, as
r+'ell as {or meetirr6r* with dignitaries of frr*grr States- Sor&rtimes several h{fudsterial
visits from Sri Larrka to a skgle f*r"jp capitat haxe lntrlowed surcessively. fh s*:me
*ccasians, tliese multiple visire hai;e prwrpeti *re {oreign $hte concesned to query t}re
ratianale and t}.e ne*d for orcir arrftipfi.iqy of visig o{terr f*r l}re sam'e pu.r?o.s{]. \-l
Furtllennr:re. orrr.L{kirvns a}road fr"lrx-tisr wiitr limitwl res$$xfi* and zu.<& r*quests,
with<.rut aderl:aie prior *oi:ice,:rccdrt plam tbel,lEssfurr irr a wrx-y di-fficult silr-ration-

it has *lso be*rr noted t}*at certain lfinistries make dfue{f rer}uests to Sri lanka hfissir-rrrs

abroad, and in cerbin fuwklffi, t(r the *{inistries of {oreign Ccr'€Irrrnerts rerluesting
facilitix and ant::gernml* for Sei lankan \trIllP ttr n'rake o#icia#norr--r:ffici;d r"i-sits to

Ll1*se ,.:6rrntrjes- 'lfris practie ls inapryxiafe both frt>rn tl.le ado,i*istrativq/protocr:l as

rr-r:il as fr:reigr relatiqxrs p{oir1f of viete- Atl sacXr requests $esd til Lle channeled t}uougl-r

the Minisirv of Exterrl&l Affufts- Sd Lartka Missiorts a}xrr"ld irave bten so irdormed and

they will nirt enterlairr x.tdrdirectrerpretsexrrg:f in crrrcrg{xxy situations-

In order tq avaid such *ituaricxr+ it is ne<xxsary that all such requests he lational-ir-ed

, and hencefr:r* cha:rneled- thrr*rg[r t*r* h{;rris*ry cf Exkxnal A-ffairs- The N{inisk'-v of

lirlr:rnal A-ffairs wilt prccer the reques4 takins ialo accoqGnt, the f*reign xelatiOns

implications, end will iA** *re X\{isk?ls a}raad as tn drs action to t'e taken. ''--r 
'-

Sfur.ri1arly, wh*rr an krvitatist is exleoded tcr a lfirriSter or a se:nir:v affir:ai of a h'{furistry

by a fareigrr Go;*esLansrt {cr trard ahead. *1qh irrvitation sFtould h'e referred to *re

hlinistry of Exterrrel Affairs. Th;: Minislry cf Exlm}al tffi: rcill exafdne the request

{i.e. w!i*&tet t}te rerluesl muurafrs frrxrr a 5h1e vrith ]Ad'}icil sri Lanka urainlairrs

diplomatic relati*xr* trul tbf. staftIs of th* bil:lferal rela.fic'lrskip etc-) and arcord"ingly r+'ii)

girre its ctruuT-rerrce to *evisil

Tlrereaftcrstr:psshouJdbetakeGtosetxl}ellrepricrap;rrovalo{ll"E.theFresi<l*rrt"

Furt]rerrrtore,be'{oreanixrritaticnisc,lerrded.toafur*ig;tdip.i*'ryto..isitSriI-ar:ka.
<lurirrS a visit gbroad o{ a Ministrg/r'nle'I CIfficifiI, tf,re crrtx:.r:rence of tl€ h{irrietry of

o ',ru

1-i
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[>:le,:1:l AJiar::: rr'jrrls to !* 6btrur,'r1" 1tu',; {ri rh\{aa]lit/}' lrrilr};iril}' t+ dr:itlr?.li.ne !.-}lr:lhi:r

:illi-:lr a visit is,Ce;rrablc irr {}lc cunlcxt *f Sri 1*r*-il'$ r*JilioI}s ln'ith lire Stai.ii r.rt tirt:

iio:ti..*nr(d. dign-it;i,ry afid ifi l!rc t'rxrltrrt ,"d 5d Lruke 's overnli fi:reigrl polit1'

't)n$1c(:raion$ 
;rt thi: r*ltrve:r! ti:rrt-- Tlrr y'r'nii:}r: lt=u{it fr:r llrj tr;:l}:* f:r:nr ruch a wi-:;r'l

;rnC a}:;o the pr*pt:" sCr,:duliry1 o{ visils in vit'w crf the linriteti rils.tillctls avallal.:k: {*r
visi{*t arc alsc nuetter* that w*uld lrave to bc c.xanriruxl-

nr _usA$

'i-hc lv{inistry of Exte.rxa} Affairs and Sri l-anka Mlrisiqxs abroacl rrx*ive sevrr*l requesl{
lo cl,tajrr vi"!ir-c &r {o supS'r,*rt aFriJiratiarrs fi:r viras irr r*q>ect o{ Lxttr}r r:lficiai anri private
travel.

lJrc Fdinislry crf Lxtrrrud d{iairs }urs rxr authorrty to obtain'rrr srrprx:$ requesls dor vis;u
for priva{e traw*L No srrdr $xxrkl L* nradt t* tlrc Minisfry rli Exter:ral "qtt}irs to
spi:n5ar or sup;rcrt vlsas {or;rrivatc trave{ hy ,.y pLylxm including tirose ltoiding offickl
posrtions" Nc C,ovcrlmertt irr-.*iruticrn slv-nrI"rl isstrc uficiai letlers supparting vtsa

;r;rlrlicalit:rx; {r:r private k;vt:L I{ tlic in*Ercled travrl is of a:r offirial {ratur* by {he

Mirrist*r:s. Deputy i'{rrri:*t=s rrr ti"re a{flcial of a l{i*it{r1.', r:rch irtfarmalion s}rauld be

frrrnishect to Lhc htirds&y r:f External Ailairs at ie;l* twq w,s:!.s prior to the ,*ate o{ t}re
vr:it- T}re lv{in,-stry' of Exturrru{ Affafus will, in &rur' irsue a I'liird l]erson l\.lote

sup;,rr:rrti-iu *rr: rt<{ur=t ftx a vis,l, pluvi:Ad the q{ear**rc of H, E- t}re Fresidcn! hx; been
r;L'l;rirle.l far sr:.ch tr-avti- In {ir* case lr{ lvf*rrrbers o{ Ilarliirr"rrrrt, lhe request s}rorrkl tr
:na c1* by tl r e Sc<re Urry{,txrera[ of ]adiamx:rrt"

I:r case tl-re r.isa i: tr: be abtairurl tirrorgh a Sri Lrnka Missirrn al:road, such rr.quest
should be made at Ians{'thr*e rvee}s lrcf,orr t}re furimded dats of frav*l.

0s-

f'hq: Ca}-rilic{ of Ministem drcidm on tlrc rrmninatian't of a h{futister each r:r*nt}r to
rtpre:.*:nt !,1:i: Covcrnsx:rt at Nalimr,:l Day firnctions r:{ a {oreign Sfate- }lihrre srrdr
nornitration is madr:, ii is r:sscntid lo ex:sure dre p--rsrxuJ parhciFation of the lrorninated
Mini:;tcr since tir* dloycrnuu:rsf ftt:-lds t+ lxl rqp:r:c*;rrrtgl at }r-ad*nel l)ay fu-rtcli*ns a{- aur

e;;:;cpriate lcvrl. trn t}e e+"ent sf ;lrry diifir:rl$, u{lir r*garrl to the L{inister's
atterrdartce, the llr*to:sl Dn'isiorr of ttxr trftnlstry of lixterruri.{.ffaim shnuld be infonner{
in arh'ancr, idcally at least rrrrc *T:e-k before, in order to m,lrl'e alternative arrangefilents.
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A blief staternent to be read out on the occasicn wiil be prcpared by the protocol
Division ctj the Minisky of Fortign Alfairs and transmiiled tc the releva:rt L{inister.

The monthtry schedule of Naiional Davs will also bc conveyed to the Minister.

Jf is also irnportant to *nsure that Ministers do not accept in:rjiations for receptions and
luncheon/di:rner e;rgagements extended by a diphmatic missicn at a ieyei belo&' the
rank of Amhass:dcr,tiigh Com.russioner or Head of Mission,

It is ne(essary to streamline - the procedure with regard lo hosting of
intr:rnationaVregiona{ confcrences, seminars, etc. Before a corrunitn:rent is made to a
foreign State or Or6anization ts host such an event ifi Sri Lanka, the concurrence of the
Minisfu$ cf Foreipr Affairs sh*uld first be obtained. A request for concurrence should
set out brie$y, the objectives of fhe conference or ser:rinar, list of participating
St1-tesl0qganizations, any assista:rce required to be given by lhe tvftnistli.. of foreign
AfJairs by way of faciUtating vilas, protocoi assistance,*.etc. Such .*qrurt" shauld be
n:ade to the L{inistry of Fore ign A{fairs at least one montir before the bvent t* enable the
Minisk'y to liaise *'ith the relevant Sri Lanka Diplomatic Missior-rs al,road, the Canirollar
of Immigration and Emigration etc.

i

H.E. &e Fresident has dir*cted &at the above guidelines be skictly c*mpiied with.
Please bring the contents of this Circular io the attentjcn sf th* Hon, &{inisier/
GcvemorlCi"rief h{inister and the relevant of{icials of your L{iniskyl,Provinciai Council.

Lalith lYeerat
$eeretary. to the Presiden*
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5,llrtvt

SlCabinet
Auditor Ceneral
Commissioncr of EIecU ons
Secrelary General of Partriarnent
Secreraqt to the Le*der of the H$use of parliament
Secretary to tl:re Cltief Gavemrnent I{trip
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