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To:

All Secretaries to Ministries

All Chief Secretaries

All State Secretaries

All Provincial Secretaries

All District Secretaries

All Heads of Departments

All Heads of Local Authorities

All Heads of Statg Corporations and Statutory Boards

World Environment Day Celebration Program - 05t June 2018

There was an indivisible bond between man and the Nature from very ancient past,
and the environmental changes due to human activities have enormously threaten
the existence of the all living beings. Manifold environmental issues such as global
warming, climate changes, greenhouse effects, soil degradation and drying up of
water sources have arisen due to unsustainable consumption of limited resources to
fulfill endless human needs with rapid population growth. Therefore, people around
the world have paid special attention for conservation of environment for sustainable
maintenance of co-existence with nature for wellbeing of humans as well as other
living beings.

02. To draw the attention of the world community to this matter, 05" June has been
declared as the World Environment Day to mark the day of inauguration of the
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) at the United Nations Conference on
Human Environment in Stockholm, Sweden in 1972. World Environment Day is
celebrated every year under specific themes with a view to raising public awareness
on conservation of environment and drawing attention of policy makers to
environmental issues. United Nations Environment Program has declared “Beat
Plastic Pollution” as the theme for World Environment Day 2018. And we
will also celebrate the World Environment Day under this theme.

03. As per the Cabinet Memorandum submitted by H.E. the President on 28™ April
2016 on the heading "World Environment Day Celebration Program", a "National
Environment Week" has been declared parallel to the national celebration of the
World Environment Day. Accordingly, the week from 30" May to 05% June 2018
has been declared as the "National Environment Week" where the respective dates
have been named as follows:

g 8Os, sme® 01 £oode oudel Q-0
5188 tpahHLsb, GHTHiby 01 Caransutud ++94 (0) 11 2354418 Carameonasd ~ ++ 94 11 2446657 Bi-aghash - Prsec@presidentsoffice. lk
Galle Face, Colombo 01 Telephones | ** 94 (0) 11 2473873 Fax e-mail



30t May Environment Cleaning Day and Environment Awareness Day
31st May Waste Management Day
015t June Tree Planting Day

02nd June Water and Water Sources Conservation Day
03 June Biodiversity Conservation Day

04t June Sustainable Land Management Day

05t June World Environment Day

04. Accordingly, all Heads of Institutions should raise awareness among their staff
and Principals should raise awareness among teachers and students in their schools
of the importance of the World Environment Day, “shramadana” to clean office and
school premises, maintain proper waste disposal systems by segregating them (as
Plastic/ Polythene/ Paper/ Glass/ Metal/ Organic materials etc.) and conduct
environment conservation programs.

05. Also, environment conservation programs such as cleaning environment and
implementation and continuation of programs for segregation and management of
waste should be conducted in each local authority area under supervision of local
authorities islandwide.

06. Further, environment conservation programs should also be conducted during
the National Environment Week under the patronage of State Institutions, Schools,
Private Sector, Plantation Companies and Plantation Sector, Non-Governmental
Organizations and Civil Organizations with participation of communities, with
emphasis on the following:

i. Raising public awareness on the importance of initiating of a beautiful,
clean country from each and every home and the significance of
environment conservation.

ii. Promoting toxic free organic farming and sustainable home gardening.

iii. Implementing programs to identify and promote area-specific green jobs.

iv. Minimizing the use of Polythene and Plastic and promoting eco-friendly
packages. ) i

v. Implementing proper waste management systems.

vi. Taking actions to increase forest cover and create plant nurseries to supply
adequate planting materials at rural and institutional level.

vii. Identifying and implementing conservation programs to protect
environmental sensitive areas such as watersheds, forest and wildlife
protected areas, river banks and wetlands.

viii. Rehabilitation of degraded lands and implementing programs for soil
conservation and sustainable land management.

ix. /Conservation of bio-diversity.

x. Implementing Green Coast Concept by enhancing forest cover along the
coastal belt and cleaning coastal areas.

xi. Sustainable management of coastal ecosystems and conservation of
mangroves.

07. You are further informed that every institution should prepare an appropriate
plan to implement suitable environment conservation programs during the National
Environment Week and to implement those with the participation of political
authorities.






