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Major Regional Forum to Advance Action on Shared Planetary Challenges

Environmental leaders from the Asia and the Pacific region are set to convene in Colombo, Sri Lanka, from
3-6 October 2023 for the Fifth Forum of Ministers and Environment Authorities of Asia Pacific (Fifth AP
Forum). The event is being jointly organized by Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Environment and the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP). The Fifth AP forum is the largest international conference to be held in

Sri Lanka following the COVID-19 pandemic.

The AP Forum creates a platform for governments, intergovernmental organizations, and other
stakeholders to discuss and prioritize environmental issues in the Asia-Pacific region. Its purpose is to
contribute to the outcome of the sixth session of the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA-6) taking place
from 26 February to 1 March 2024 in Nairobi, under the theme "Effective, inclusive and sustainable
multilateral actions to tackle climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution." 30 countries from the Asia-

Pacific region are expected to participate in the event, with some 300 delegates expected to take part.

A meeting of Senior Officials will be conducted on 4 October and a Ministerial Segment, to be opened by
Hon. President Ranil Wickramasinghe, will be held on 5 October. Dr. Anil Jasinghe, Secretary of Ministry
of Environment, has been the chairman of the meeting of Environment Authorities since the Fourth AP
Forum, held in 2021 in the Republic of Korea. Hon. Nazeer Ahamed, Minister of the Environment, will be

elected as the chair of Fifth AP Forum at the Colombo meeting.

The lead-up to the Fifth AP Forum will see dedicated engagement among a diverse range of stakeholders,
including through the Asia Pacific Youth Environment Forum, the Asia Pacific Major Groups and

Stakeholder Forum, and the UN Science-Policy-Business Forum for Asia and the Pacific Region.

For more information, including links to streaming sessions: bit.ly/5thAPENVFORUM

Media contacts:
Sri Lanka Ministry of Environment

Mr R S K Doolwalage, Director (Education Training Promotion and Special Projects), Ministry of

Environment.

rdoolwalage@hotmail.com
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United Nations Environment Programme

Mr. David Cole, Public Information Officer, UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific:

david.cole@un.org

NOTES TO EDITORS
About Sri Lanka Ministry of Environment

The Ministry of Environment of Sri Lanka remains committed for the management of the environment
and natural resources of the country, maintaining the equilibrium between the trends in rapid economic
development and use of natural resource base. The Ministry has framed key policies for adoption in
management of environment and natural resources of the country. These policies are implemented with
the participation of stakeholders including government, agencies, NGO's and communities.

About the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

UNEP is the leading global voice on the environment. It provides leadership and encourages partnership
in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing and enabling nations and peoples to improve their
quality of life without compromising that of future generations.
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